JAMES WILLIAM GIBSON

James' sister has written us to let us know of James' death on December 27th.  
Her letter follows:

 

Thank you so much for your message. James lost his battle at noon on Monday, December 27, 2010. His memorial service was on New Year's Eve as we celebrated his life.

Our whole family was together for the Thanksgiving holidays in Galveston at their place there. We knew things were not good and it was confirmed on the following Monday when James called to tell me that the doctor suggested hospice with 3-4 weeks to live. However the last month was as good as it can be in a situation like this. Ed and I went down to Houston again in mid-December where we said our good-byes, cried, but laughed also about the good days in HP. So many great memories. As the days came to a close, I would talk with James on the telephone from Frisco and then at the end have one-way conversations with him smiling and recognizing what I was saying on his end  Betty, his wife, tells me. Christmas Eve came; packages were unwrapped; Christmas Day and the day after came with his heart still ticking and James still wanting to live. So we celebrated his life as the new year rolled around.

James wanted so much to come to the reunion. I was celebrating my 55th HP reunion while he would have been celebrating his 50th. Such great milestones.

Please express to everyone in the class our great appreciation for their prayers and caring. It means so much to the whole family. Your email has put on the exclamation point for the family.

Fondly, 
Mary Martha Gibson Stinnett 

Posted: Monday, December 27, 2010 4:12 pm 

James William Gibson joined his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on Monday, December 27, 2010, after an extended battle with cancer. James was born on May 12, 1942, in Waco, Texas. He is predeceased by his parents, Mary Kathryn and Powell Gibson, his father-in-law, Gustave A. Brown, and his brother-in-law, Robert Brown. James is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Elizabeth Ann Gibson, his daughters, Dr. Kathryn Elizabeth Gibson and Dr. Allyson Ann Gibson, his sister, Mary Martha Stinnett, and her husband, Edgar Stinnett, nieces, Susan Elizabeth Stinnett, Laura Ann Stinnett, nephews, Randy Stinnett and wife, Rachel, and Andrew Bernard Brown, in-laws, Janet and Roger Brown, Barbara Brown and his beloved mother-in-law, Beulah Alice Brown.

James grew up in Highland Park, Texas, and attended the University of Texas in Austin, graduating with a degree in Business in 1964. He continued his studies at the SMU School of Law in Dallas, Texas, and received his Juris Doctorate in 1967. In 1971 he received his CLU (Chartered Life Underwriting) in New York. James married the love of his life, Betty, in Wheaton, Illinois, on July 15, 1967. They recently celebrated 44 years of marriage. James had a passion for life and loved sharing many adventures with Betty. His passion for mediation led him to be a founding member of the Texas Association of Mediators, and his efforts were acknowledged when he was presented with the Susanne C. Adams Award for Outstanding Commitment and Dedication to the Mediation Profession. He spent years training attorneys in the field of mediation. James was an attorney and student legal advisor for Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas. During those years, he co-authored a book, Capitalizing on Conflict . His most recent book, Seeing Through the Wall - Using V.A.L.U.E. to Resolve Business and Personal Conflict presents steps for successful mediation.

James' strong spiritual life sustained him the past four years during his long battle with cancer. He helped to start a prayer team at church and prayed for countless people over the years. He loved reaching out to others on the healing team. His faith and courage inspired family and friends alike.

The family wishes to thank and acknowledge the Compassionate Care Hospice for their kind and loving care and support.

In lieu of flowers and customary remembrances, and for those desiring, the family requests with gratitude that memorial donations be directed to the Doctor James W. Gibson Scholarship Fund at the Texas Mediator Credentialing Association, c/o Shelly Hudson, Board Treasurer, 211 Houston Street, Richmond, Texas 77469.

A memorial service to honor and celebrate James' life will be held at The Woodlands Presbyterian Church, 4881 West Panther Creek Drive at 4 p.m. on Friday, December 31, 2010. A reception at the church will follow.
