ROBERT (BOBBY) SANDERS

 [A note from his wife, Susan:]

Dear friends, 

If you haven't already heard from another source, my husband, Robert Sanders, passed away last Thursday, January 19. He was a patient at the Mayo Clinic Hospital in Phoenix at the time and had spent the majority of his time there since our move to Arizona in October. He experienced two good weeks around the middle of November and we took full advantage of it by going to Dallas to spend Thanksgiving with Bob's sister, two sons, and their families. His last two years were very hard on him. The heart pump that he received at the University of Washington Medical Center last February gave his heart a chance to recover but it also caused a never-ending series of life threatening side effects. The heart pump was removed exactly one week before he died in hopes of giving him at least a few more months. He came through surgery just fine and his heart functioned well on its own but his body was so weakened by then that he just didn't have the reserves to recover from two major surgeries in five weeks. (He had suffered a perforated appendix just three weeks prior.) He realized that he wasn't going to beat the odds this time and, at his request, life support was discontinued. His doctors told me privately that there was nothing else they could have done for him.

A memorial service is being planned for February 11 in Anchorage. He is already sorely missed by his family. He died just as he lived - with honor and dignity.

Sue

